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hunted by the new type of constabulary backed by
regular troops, and the struggle resolved itself into
guerilla war. Sinn Fein could no longer attempt to
govern the country : its whole energy was directed to
prevent others from doing so. Part of the policy of
the time was to advise citizens against payment of
income tax or rates, and this counsel was very generally
followed. Many persons extended it freely to other
obligations. A great deal of land was illegally seized.
In general, when truce at last came in July 1921, the
country was profoundly demoralised; and the police
force had been reduced to the condition of a garrison
having blood-feuds in every barony. No Government
could hope to utilise it as a means of restoring order.

.Moreover, when the Government of Ireland Act was
passed in 1920, establishing two Parliaments in Ireland,
a general election became necessary, and it was plainly
impossible to hold one seriously in a country where
guerilla war was in progress, Sinn Fein therefore.
simply put up its nominees and they were elected
everywhere without a contest, except for the four
members representing Trinity College, The persons
chosen were almost exclusively men active in the war,
many of them prisoners. Outside of their own organ-
isation they were scarcely known to the Irish people,
except for half a dozen notable persons: and they
had as a rule no experience of public business. This
was the assembly which had to decide in December
1921 the question of accepting or rejecting the offered
Treaty, all members of it who were in custody being
liberated to attend. It was representative of Sinn
Fein much rather than of the Irish people, and of the
LR.A. much rather than of Sinn Fein at large. In
addition to this, every member of it had on election
taken an oath of allegiance to the Irish Republic,
and the binding character of this had to be ignored
or explained away if the member voted for acceptance
of a Treaty which did not recognise the Republic.

In the prolonged public debates there was general